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We conducted our communities’ visit around D ‘ Vorre and Hall Ober elementary school by driving around the community and walking around areas close to the school. We conducted our visit on October 5, 2011 at approximately 7am and again at 3:30pm and October 7, 2011 at the same times. We spent about 2 hours cumulative viewing the community. We visited parks, shopping areas, community centers, nearby schools, churches, restaurants, hotels, casinos, nearest police station, and the nearest library. While we visited around the community we did our best to observe the people, safety precautions, the kinds of stores, and general feeling of the area. We observed and compared the type of people in the community with what the community has to offer   (as far as stores and businesses). While traveling around the community we discovered many aspects about the area that we were unaware of before. Traveling around the area really gave us a better understanding of the types of students and parents we can expect to have at D ‘ Voree and Hall Ober elementary. We also talked to some of the teachers and parents at the school who live in the community to get a better idea of what type of community Ober is in. For the most part all comments were extremely positive and it seemed that Ober was in a great area of Las Vegas. In comparison to other areas around the city of Las Vegas this community seems to be one of the safest and more involved communities. Many of the parents and teachers we talked to said they wouldn’t choose to live in any other area and that they have lived in this community for many years. Some of the teachers that have taught in other areas of Las Vegas explained how in comparison to other schools that this school was in the best community they have ever taught at and that the number of parents involved in the school is much higher than compared to other areas of Las Vegas. Overall all the comments parents and teachers gave seemed to be extremely positive and pleasing. 


The living conditions around D ‘ Vorre and Hall Ober elementary school are pretty consistent throughout the area. This community is mostly made up of houses and town homes. There are a few apartment complexes in the area. The community seems to be dominated primarily by houses. After traveling around the area we looked up the demographics around Ober in order to get a better understanding of the area.  We found that there area approximately 3,077 housing units in the immediate area of Ober elementary school. About 90% of those units are occupied and about 10% are vacant. Most of the community members own their homes. Approximately 74% own their homes, 16 % rent, and 10% are vacant. Most of the houses and apartments in the area were built after 1999. The area is fairly new and many of the houses and apartments are only a few years old. The median value of households in the area is $401,183. The highest percentage of rental rates is 57% at $1,500 to $1,999 a month. 

As far as the family makeup in the community it seems that approximately 84% are married and the rest are single or divorced. Out of an estimated population of 12,900 people 7173 are married, 346 separated, 919 divorced, and 1625 that have never been married. 

The surroundings of Ober appear to be safe, and with further observation of the immediate and extended area we did not encounter any obvious dangers. The school is largely surrounded by the various housing developments that have superior curbside aesthetic. There is no graffiti present in the area, which leads you to believe that there is no gang activity in the community surrounding the school. Overall students seem to live in a very positive and safe setting. After talking with teachers at the school we discovered that there are only a very small amount of students who are homeless or that have extremely difficult family settings at home. After looking up the crime rate indexes for the immediate area of Ober we discovered that the total crime risk index is at a 2, the rape risk index at a 6, and the robbery risk index, being the highest, at a 7. While touring the area we saw school police doing rounds around the schools, as well as squad cars patrolling throughout the areas. Many sub-communities also have their own security car that watches that particular area or housing complex. There is a cross guard at all of the major streets nearby the school and they arrive approximately 15 min before school and stay approximately 45 min after school is released. All of these aspects give us a pretty strong belief that this environment is extremely safe for children. We didn’t see any evidence that would give us a reason to believe that this area may not be safe.

Ober Elementary School is located in Summerlin. The majority of this area consists of upper-middle class. The average income for the immediate community is approximately $93,661 and the median income is $78,931. The evidence we have for our observations comes from demographics found online and communicating with members of the community.


The recreational opportunities and facilities that we observed include: parks, community centers, gyms, and churches. We observed many children playing at the parks in the community. We found that most of the children were accompanied by an adult. We saw many children who were on softball or baseball teams practicing and playing games. We also viewed children playing soccer on club teams. At the Willows community center many children were swimming and playing on the community center’s gym set. Some adults and older teenagers were seen working out in the gym and running around the track at the park. Many of the people that live in the Summerlin community were using these facilities. The community center is only open for Summerlin residents. There were a few youth groups at the various churches that offered classes for students in k through 12. Overall it seemed that the children and parents in the community are all involved in some extracurricular activity. Some children are on sports teams, some in either girl scouts or boy scouts, some children are involved in the recycling team at their school, and other children are involved in gymnastics or cheerleading. The community has many extracurricular activities to offer and I believe that this community definitely takes advantage of it.


The cultural characteristics of the community are not too drastic. As far as race and ethnicity 73% of people are white, 5% are African American, 14% are Asian, and 12% are Hispanic. The school also holds a night once a year where they invite students to bring various foods from their cultural to share with other students. Students gather and read stories about other cultures, play games, and eat food from various parts of the world.


The students at Ober are not part of a special population but there are many businesses that donate to the school. Barnes & Noble puts on a night where they invite students to come to the nearest store and donates money and books to the school. Tropical smoothie, Office Depot, Gloden Spoon, BJs, and other businesses also hold nights where they donate a certain percentage of the money made that night to Ober. 


The students use computers in the classroom on a daily basis. Around the community we viewed many people reading or on their computers in coffee shops and at the library. We didn’t see too much writing going on in the community, but the use of computers and books were highly used. After talking to teachers at Ober we discovered that most students do have access to computers and a wide arrange of books at home. The local library also has computers for community members to access if they do not have one at home. The library, as well as some of the coffee shops nearby offer free Wi-Fi for community members to access as well.

Ober is located in Summerlin and the area around the school seems to be very safe. Even with the sense of security you can never be sure of the hidden dangers. The school participates in the Nevada safe route to school program. This program is designed to improve the health and well being of children by enabling and encouraging them to walk or bicycle to school if they are able to do so. This plan works with not only children and parents, but the drivers, law enforcement and local officials as well. They help to promote safety awareness and optional routes for students to take when walking to school. 

In recent years, there has been a large decrease in the amount of students that walk or ride a bicycle to school, and this program has been helping to increase these numbers. The general route the majority of students take consists of walking mainly through neighborhoods and a few busy roads that are occupied by crossing guards for their assistance. We spoke with a few students that received an “I walked a safe route to school” sticker and the furthest distance we heard a student walked was just less than two miles. The student was assisted by a parent and other students from their neighbor hood so this was a great example of students taking advantage of safe routes to school.

The law enforcement is known to be seen as a positive force in the community. They are not abundant in the immediate radius of the school, but this is because the area is not high in crime so it is not necessary. Law enforcement has been involved in the Nevada safe route to school and they have also been known to attend assemblies, fund raisers and other events to help benefit the school and community. The community knows that law enforcement is there to help and benefit them. If there was a serious event that anyone in the community needed assistance for, they would not hesitate to call for help and be assured that they would obtain the assistance they require.  


Ober is very involved with the community and visa versa. On September 12, 2011 Ober held an assembly in honor of September 11, 2001. Since this is an event that has had an impact on the entire community, Ober invited everyone from the community to come together for the assembly. It was moving to see families and even local firemen and police officers come to join in for this meaningful event. This was a simple gesture that made a gigantic difference for many people who had a personal tie to this occasion. It is a combination of instances like this one that help make a strong community around Ober elementary school. 

Ober Elementary School is very involved in interacting with the community and assisting them in any way possible. One of the largest initiatives for community assistance comes from Ober’s student council. Currently, the student council has organized a costume drive for the month of October. The school has been bringing in their old costumes from previous years to donate to people in the community who cannot afford a costume for the holiday. 

The student representatives also help to raise money all year long through an assortment of methods. The first even for the year will occur in the third week of October. The students have organized a lunch on the lawn where students will get to share lunch time with different grade levels that they do not usually get to eat with. Parents are also invited to join in during the lunch on the lawn. During this time they will be selling tropical smoothies to help raise money. At the end of the month the students will also be selling “grams” to help raise money. The money that student council raises is collected and distributed to help buy new equipment for the school and donated to the Susan G. Komen Foundation in order to help give back to their community. 

The students and staff are a lot deal more involved in the community around them than many elementary schools in the district. The school regularly involves themselves in carious fundraisers and the student council is always striving to make an impact. The close relationship the community and school have with one another is certainly a reason for the strong initiative of the school.


This experiment has helped to associate things occurring inside the classroom with the community that surrounds it. Some communities are not lucky enough to have the same relationship with their community as Ober Elementary School has established. Many variables have accounted for this relationship, including the socioeconomics of the area, the dwellings surrounding the school, the various families that attend Ober and the families in the near community and the effect that Ober makes towards their community every year. 


When you begin teaching at a new school you should research the area so you can prepare yourself on what to expect before the first day of school. It is also important to realize that not every school in the same area will be the same. There are many other schools in Summerlin that may not be involved with their community at all, while there are also schools located in Henderson that may exceed Ober’s involvement with their community.


An important resource for discovering the community around a specific school is always the Internet. You can access school accountability summary reports of precious years and review the school’s website to get a better understanding of them. While these can be helpful, the best way is to explore and make your own observations to see if you can find information that was left out or even analyze the community differently than someone else could have completed.


Two ways I would use community resources in teaching social studies is by taking a field trip to a local museum and a field trip to the courthouse. I think giving students a chance to be hands on with a subject is the best way to teach. In order to do this I would bring my students to the Lied Discovery Museum and the Natural History museum so that they could learn about history, social sciences, and geography. Here they can explore how certain household items work, view different time periods of history, learn about the presidents, Nevada history, treasures of Egypt, prehistoric life, international wildlife, marine life, rocks, and how to use maps. Las Vegas Natural History Museum offers field trip programs for grades K to 8. Each grade level has a different focus. The Lied Discovery museum offers fields trips for grades K to 5th grade. Here children can learn about problem-solving skills, the Mojave Desert, and how things work. Secondly I think going to the courthouse would be a fun field trip for students who aren’t in the primary grade level to experience the government, laws, and civic duties in person. Students will have the chance to learn about the court system, what civic duties members of the community are respoibsible for, and learn about certain rules and aspects of the government. I feel like taking a trip to the courthouse is one of the best ways to engage students in learning about government and civics. I believe hat these two examples of involving the community while teach social studies are the best ways to engage students and provide for the best learning experience.
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